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Fall 2020 Newsletter 

Dear Friends:  

We write this letter with the hope that all of you and your families 

remain healthy and safe during this unprecedented global 

pandemic. While Covid-19 has certainly interrupted our lives and 

created restrictions we had not anticipated, it has not prevented us 

from continuing to work on our critical mission! 

We were extremely pleased that so many of you were able to 

participate in the ARGO Clinical Research Capacity Building 

Workshop on September 10th and 11th. You will find a brief report 

below. We are happy to inform you that we have identified dates for 

the 2020 Annual Symposium which will be held virtually on 

November 18-19, 2020. Please mark your calendars and watch for 

more detailed information coming soon in October.  

Enclosed you will find news about current studies, new awards, new 

grant submissions, pilot grant awardees, the launch of Project 

ECHO and news on the launch of a new ARGO website currently 

under development. While separated by distance, we remain 

committed to furthering the critical research underway and 

strengthening our consortium virtually. 

Until that time we can reconvene together in country, we sincerely 

hope you and your families remain safe and healthy. 

Sincerely, 

Peter and Isaac 
Please see inside for some news updates! 
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UPDATES from GCDI & ARGO 

Despite the Global COVID-19 Pandemic, the work of the GCDI program has 
continued. While many of us expected to be in Nigeria in April for the Annual 
African Research Group for Oncology (ARGO) Symposium we found ourselves 
and our colleagues grounded, quite literally, in New York. However, during 
this time, we were able to successfully launch three virtual programs through 
Project ECHO!  

Project ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) is a 
movement to demonopolize knowledge and amplify the capacity to provide 
best practice care for underserved people all over the world. It does this 
through the use of technology leveraging scarce resources and sharing best 
practices. In June utilizing the Project ECHO Zoom platform we launched the 
following sessions: 

• June 4th - Colorectal Cancer Management (CCM ECHO) facilitated 
by Dr. Peter Kingham at MSK and Dr. Isaac Alatise at Obafemi 
Awolowo University Teaching Hospital (OAUTH) Nigeria launched. 

• June 18th - ARGO Pathology ECHO facilitated by Dr. Marcia 
Edelweiss and Dr. Peter Ntiamoah at MSK with Pathology partners 
from OAUTH and Lagos University Teaching Hospital in Nigeria. 

• On July 23rd MSK launched “The Projeto ECHO de Patologia para 
Paises Africanos de Lingua Oficial Portuguesa (PALOPs)” in 
partnership with Brazilian Society of Pathologists. Participants joined 
from MSK, as well as hospitals in Angola, Brazil and Mozambique. 

Many of you have participated in our ECHOs and we are now constructing a 
YouTube channel where we will upload video recordings of these sessions.  If 
you would like to receive a link to access either the Pathology or CCM 
ECHOS, please reach out to Ranelle Tulloch at tullochr@mskcc.org to request 
the link. 

mailto:tullochr@mskcc.org?subject=ECHO%20link
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ARGO ACADEMY 

Our ARGO Academy training program shifted to a virtual platform this 
September due to the COVID pandemic. We were pleased to welcome over 

70 participants from across a variety of disciplines including Surgery, 

Medical Oncology, Radiation Oncology, Pathology, and Radiology to name a 

few. The program included faculty from OAU, University of Ibadan, Memorial 
Sloan Kettering, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, University of Calgary, 

Dalhousie University and the University of Oslo. A variety of topics from 

study design, statistical techniques, ethical issues to manuscript writing and 

developing research collaborations were covered. We anticipate a portion of 
these presentations will be made available for review in the near future. 

NEW GRANTS  

1. R01CA246620: Determining the risk factor profile and biology of 
colorectal cancer in Nigeria 

2. PREVENT CANCER FOUNDATION: The Efficacy and Feasibility of 
Fecal Immunochemistry for Colorectal Cancer Screening in Nigeria 

3. NIH NIBIB – UH3 EB024965: Point of Care, Real-Time Urine 
Metabolomics Test to Diagnose Colorectal Cancers and Polyps in Low- 

and Middle-Income Countries (award pending) 
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PENDING GRANTS  

1. NIH-FIC : D43 TW011604: Building non-communicable disease 
research capacity in Nigeria  

2. African Academy of Sciences: DELTAS II Advancing African 
Leadership in Cancer Training and Research: Screening, Early 

Diagnosis, Treatment and Management  

PUBLICATIONS  

Watch for  

“Contemporary management of breast cancer in Nigeria:  

insights from an institutional database”  
by Drs. Olasehind, Alatise, et al  

in the International Journal of Cancer 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

 Dr. Iloba Gabriel Njokanma  
Consultant General Surgeon 
Lagos State University Teaching Hospital  

Proposed research: Mixed Methods for Colorectal Cancer Screening 

2021 GCDI Research Pilot Grant Award  

 Dr. Funmilola O. Wuraola  
Consultant General Surgeon 
Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital (OAUTH)  

Proposed research: Promoting early diagnosis and treatment of 
breast cancer among Nigerian women: Exploring the perspectives 
and role of men 

2021 GCDI Research Pilot Grant Award 

 Dr. Temidayo Ogundiran  
Professor/Consultant General Oncologist 
University of Ibadan/University College Hospital  

Proposed research: Environmental and Genetic Risk Factors for Soft 
Tissue Sarcoma in Nigeria, Phase 1  

2021 ARGO Research Pilot Grant Award 
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Update from Dr. Ademola Adeyeye, 2020 Pilot Grant Awardee 

ONCO-GERIATRIC SAFETY AND FUNCTIONAL RECOVERY FOLLOWING 
SOLID ORGAN CANCER SURGERY (OSASS)  

The study is meant to address specific aspects of overall safety and functional 
recovery following cancer surgery for solid organ tumors in elderly patients 
above 65 years of age in Nigeria. 

The one-year study officially started in February, however, the COVID-19 
pandemic and subsequent lockdown the patient recruitment has been greatly 
impaired. This is especially relevant because elderly cancer patients are among 
the group at most risk of adverse effects of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. At the peak 
of the pandemic, many of these patients avoided hospital care and cancer 
surgeries due to this phenomenon. 

However, we have so far, 19 patients (out of the required pilot sample size of 
77) have be recruited across multiple ARGO sites in Nigeria and more sites will 
soon be involved. It is anticipated that as the new COVID-related restrictions 
become more adaptable, the rate of patient recruitment will improve. We hope 
to have more news for an update within the next several months. 

ARGO will be launching a new website soon!  

Look out for the go-live announcement 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

Those interested in furthering their clinical research skills may want to 
investigate the Introduction to The Principles and Practice of 
Clinical Research (IPPCR), an online course offered by the NIH at no 
cost.  For more information, click here: 

https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html 

https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html

